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Yards is the third in a series of annual, site-specific video projects by Sandra Bridie and Cynthia Troup. 
So far each project has been defined by a particular film location and screening venue, as well as more 
formal creative constraints.  
During September and October 2005, Bridie and Troup have been working on site at the RMIT City 
Campus; specifically in the Alumni Courtyard, with its self-consciously exposed historical layers 
circumscribed by current building-in-progress.  
Filming in this visually compelling context Bridie and Troup have each produced a short film, creating a 
diptych of two complementary parts. The shared basis for each part is a commissioned, experimental 
sound piece by young musician Rubie Bridie. 
As in previous collaborations, both artists have engaged closely with the anecdotal fabric of the chosen 
site. This fosters a ‘deja-vu’ or ‘second-take’ poetic in the film, promoting a strange, cumulative visual 
familiarity with the architectural content of the Yards footage. 
 

Sandra Bridie and Cynthia Troup first worked together in December 2002: Troup was involved in a residency with 
film-maker Louise Curham at Tower Studio, Queen’s College, The University of Melbourne, which was one of Six 
Conjectural Modules, a project curated by Sandra Bridie. 

In June 2003, Bridie, Troup, and Anya Latham created the video work titled Obscure at CLUBSproject in Fitzroy, 
which was shot at CLUBS as a type of ‘open studio’ in the presence of gallery visitors. At a later date, the finished 
video was screened at the same venue. The creative parameters for Obscure included a set of four pre-existing 
images, which re-appeared in each of the three artists’ 15 minute video segments. These images cued and 
focused the narrative structure of the videos in contrasting ways. 

In December 2004, Bridie and Troup collaborated on Wait, which was filmed and screened at Ocular Lab in West 
Brunswick. Again, this project was structured by the requirements of site-specificity. Where Obscure elicited a 
filmic response to given images, Wait was devised as an opportunity for the artists to exchange scripts, and work 
with film as a response to given text. Both parts of Wait visibly incorporated the received ‘script’ or lines of text. 

Sandra Bridie is an artist, writer and curator; she works at MU Student Union as Co-director of the George Paton 
Gallery. 

Cynthia Troup is a Professional Writing & Editing (PWE) student at RMIT. 
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